
 

Nathan D. Alder 

Nate Alder is an active mediator for a wide range of complex civil disputes, including all aspects of 

business and commercial matters, as well as employment, real estate, community association, land and 

environment, trust/probate/estate, individual rights, government, construction, professional, products, 

insurance, property/casualty (flood, fire, accident, injury, death), and transportation. He studied ADR at 

Indiana University where he received an MPA (public policy), in addition to his law degree (1995). Years 

later he attended mediator training at the Straus Institute for Dispute Resolution at Pepperdine 

University (2008). Since 2009 he has been honored to have been invited onto the Utah ADR Services 

panel of neutrals, Utah’s largest, most comprehensive and distinguished gathering of ADR neutrals 

(based in Salt Lake City).  

Nate has received numerous professional recognitions, including the Peter W. Billings Sr. Award for 

Excellence in Dispute Resolution, Master Mediator by the Utah Court Roster of Mediators, Legal Elite 

Mediator by Utah Business, Member of the National Academy of Distinguished Neutrals, Best Lawyers in 

America, and Top 100 Lawyers in the Intermountain West by Super Lawyers.  

Nate has served as a leader in the profession in many capacities, including as president of the National 

Conference of Bar Presidents, chair of the National Legal Mentoring Consortium, president of the 

National Caucus of State Bar Associations, president of the Western State Bar Conference, and president 

of the Utah State Bar, among others. 

Since 1996 Nate has been a member of the downtown Salt Lake City law firm of Christensen & Jensen, 

PC, one of Utah’s premier litigation firms. He joined C&J after clerking for the Hon. J. Thomas Greene, US 

District Court (Utah). As a lawyer, Nate has represented both plaintiffs and defendants, including 

individuals and families making claims, and companies and entities, including some of America’s largest 

businesses, defending them. It is this 50/50 vision that has helped Nate become a highly effective 

mediator, enabling him to encourage parties to see the value and opportunity in resolution. He listens to 

understand, but also shares from his experience to educate when appropriate. Often the parties will rely 

on him to identify weaknesses in their case, as well as perceive costs, risk and the non-likelihood of later 

(or better) settlements with additional litigation. He’s been privileged to have worked on some of Utah’s 

largest and most important legal battles, but he’s also fond of appearing at pro bono mediation clinics to 

serve as mediator and assist tenants and landlords in finding common ground, as well as purchasers and 

sellers in resolving their differences over items worth a few hundred dollars.  

Nate is a believer in the importance of resolution of conflicts. He is a former chair of the Utah Council on 

Conflict Resolution, as well as its long-time board member, and served as UCCR’s symposium co-chair. 



He served on the ADR Committee of the Utah State Courts. He co-founded and later chaired the Dispute 

Resolution Section of the Utah State Bar. He founded and for many years chaired his firm’s dispute 

resolution practice group. He speaks about and teaches ADR topics on a regular basis. Beginning in 

March 2020, Nate helped lead an extensive effort to bring Utah mediators online to virtual mediation 

platforms. He has trained hundreds of mediators, judges, lawyers and participants how to successfully 

conduct confidential mediations on Zoom.  

He is an advocate for innovation in the broader legal arena; he was a founding board member of the 

ABA’s Center for Innovation (2016-2019). He is a former co-chair of the Utah State Bar’s Future of Legal 

Services Task Force (2014-2015) which has proven to be foundational for many changes in the Utah legal 

landscape. Also, from March to August 2020, Nate served as a national liaison to the ABA’s COVID-19 

Response Task Force. For several years now, he has served in the ABA’s House of Delegates (national 

policy making body for the legal profession). 

 

Please feel free to contact Nate with an issue or idea.  

Email: nathan.alder@chrisjen.com 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/utahattorney/ 

Twitter @natealder 

Mediator bio: http://utahadrservices.com/neutrals/?page_id=63.  

Law firm website: https://www.chrisjen.com/Attorney-Nathan-D-Alder 
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